[Assay of chorionic gonadotrophin, follicle-stimulating hormone and alpha-fetoprotein in the efferent blood in germinal tumors of the testis].
Assays of human chorionic gonadotrophin (hCG), follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH) and alpha-foetoprotein were performed in peripheral blood and spermatic vein in 73 cases of testicular germ cell tumors. This study showed that the detection sensitivity of hCG is up to 40 times higher in the efferent blood of the tumor than in peripheral blood and that the drop in FSH concentrations often precedes a trophoblastic transformation. These results are of particular interest in the search for a minor trophoblastic or embryonic component. As a result, we propose a new strategy leading to a more efficient diagnosis and an adequate therapy.